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     December 2023 “Bell” Newsletter 

 

Riverview First United Methodist Church                                                                                      
8002 US Hwy., 301 South                                                                                                      

Riverview, FL  33578                                                                                                         
Phone:  813-677-5995 (Please leave a message and your call 

will be returned)                                                                                                            
Email:  rvrviewumc@tampabay.rr.com                                                                                                                             

Website:  riverviewflumc.org  
Office Hours:  Monday - Friday - 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

 
 

 Our Mission 

Here at RUMC, it is our mission to win people to Jesus Christ; to train believ-
ers to become growing disciples; and to send disciples to impact our commu-

nity and the world for Jesus Christ. 

   

            It Takes All Of God’s People To Do God’s Work!  Won’t You Join Us !      

NOVEMBER 2021 “BELL” NEWSLETTER 

RIVERVIEW FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 

mailto:rvrviewumc@tampabay.rr.com
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“We Miss Our Entire Church Family!!!” 

We are Fully Open!!! 

Please Come and Join Us!!! 

 
 

We would love to see your family again. Come to our worship services and 
participate live. Our services are at 8:00 AM in our Fellowship Hall and at 
10:30 AM in our sanctuary. Masks are optional; if you feel the need to 
wear one, we welcome you, and if not, we welcome you, anyway. Sit with 
your family and friends. We REALLY, REALLY want to see you in person at 
our services. Also, you can follow us remotely in the comfort of your own 
home at this link  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeFqXqEMpDaFV56hXhMtGqA  

 

 

Visit Our Website at http://www.riverviewflumc.org 

Follow us on Facebook Riverview-United-Methodist-Church 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeFqXqEMpDaFV56hXhMtGqA
http://www.riverviewflumc.org


Welcome to Riverview First United Methodist Church!                                              

RUMC for Short.   

We are a congregation with deep roots in Florida history and United Methodism.  Our church began in 1846, not far from 

where it is located today. For over 175 years, our congregation has been worshipping God and serving the Riverview commu-

nity. 

Our mission statement reads, “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of Riverview and Beyond”, that means, 

we are focused on encouraging one another to serve Jesus Christ in personal and unique ways.  At RUMC, we have groups 

and ministries for all ages.  Worship is the central and most important act of a Christian.                                                                

        Please like our Facebook page and invite your family, friends, coworkers, and neighbors to do the 

same.   

Contribute to RUMC Via AmazonSmile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you shop online with Amazon, be aware that Riverview First United 

Methodist Church is registered with AmazonSmile.  Amazon will donate 

0.5% of the price of eligible smile.amazon.com purchases to our 

church. 

Just log into Amazon via the AmazonSmile link and indicate that 

Riverview First United Methodist Church is your charity of choice. 

Every time after that when you log into Amazon through 

smile.amazon.com a portion of the monies from your purchases will go 

directly to the church. 
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Early Morning Service:  8:00 AM 

 

Faith Groups (Gleaners Sunday School):  9:00 AM - 9:55 

AM 

 

Relationships and Refreshments (R&R): 10:00 AM - 

10:25 AM 

 

Worship  Service:  10:30 AM 

 

Children’s Sunday School:  After the Children’s Mo-

ments during the 10:30 AM Worship Service. 

 

Prayer Warriors (15 Minutes of Prayer):  11:45 AM  

 

Adult Praise Band:  5:00 PM 

 

1st & 3rd Sundays:  Traditional/Choir-Led                         

2nd & 4th Sundays:  Contemporary/Praise Band 

 

5th Sundays:  Noisy Offering for the Florida United 

Methodist Children’s Home 

 

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper is observed the 

first Sunday of each month. 

Sunday Schedule 
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RUMC FAMILY NEWS 

This is the sixth in what I hope will be a monthly column. My mother, Eleanor Mayhall was the 

first editor of ‘The Bell’.  Back then it was a weekly newsletter chock full of family news and 

news of the activities of the church.  Just a warning: if you don’t want to hear all about my 

grandkids and my dogs, YOU must share your family news.  This can be anything that you are 

proud of.  You can give your family news to Jennifer in the church office or you can email it to 

me: johmanda@tampabay.rr.com . 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:johmanda@tampabay.rr.com
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Garrison Keillor On “Methodists” 

 

We make fun of Methodists for their blandness, their excessive calm, their fear of giving offense, their lack of 
speed, and also for their secret fondness for macaroni and cheese. 

But nobody sings like them. If you were to ask an audience in New York City, a relatively Methodist-less place, to 
sing along on the chorus of "Michael Row the Boat Ashore," they will look daggers at you as if you had asked them 
to strip to their underwear. But if you do this among Methodists, they'd smile and row that boat ashore and up on 
the beach! And down the road! 

Many Methodists are bred from childhood to sing in four-part harmony, a talent that comes from sitting on the lap 
of someone singing alto or tenor or bass and hearing the harmonic intervals by putting your little head against that 
person's rib cage. 

It's natural for Methodists to sing in harmony. They are too modest to be soloists, too worldly to sing in unison. 
When you're singing in the key of C and you slide into the A7th and D7th chords, all two hundred of you, it's an 
emotionally fulfilling moment. By joining in harmony, they somehow promise that they will not forsake each other. 

I do believe this: People, these Methodists, who love to sing in four-part harmony are the sort of people you can call 
up when you're in deep distress. 

*If you're dying, they will comfort you. 

*If you are lonely, they'll talk to you. 

*And if you are hungry, they'll give you tuna salad. 

*Methodists believe in prayer, but would practically die if asked to pray out loud. 

*Methodists like to sing, except when confronted with a new hymn or a hymn with more than four stanzas. 

*Methodists believe their pastors will visit them in the hospital, even if they don't notify them that they are there. 

*Methodists usually follow the official liturgy and will feel it is their way of suffering for their sins. 

*Methodists believe in miracles and even expect miracles, especially during their stewardship visitation programs 
or when passing the plate. 

Methodists think that the Bible forbids them from crossing the aisle while passing the peace. 

*Methodists drink coffee as if it were the Third Sacrament. 

*Methodists feel guilty for not staying to clean up after their own wedding reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

*Methodists are willing to pay up to one dollar for a meal at the church. 

*Methodists still serve Jell-O in the proper liturgical color of the season and think that peas in a tuna casserole adds 
too much color. 

*Methodists believe that it is OK to poke fun at themselves and never take themselves too seriously. 

And finally, You know you are a Methodist when: 

It's 100 degrees, with 90% humidity, and you still have coffee after the service. 

You hear something funny during the sermon and smile as loudly as you can. 

Donuts are a line item in the church budget, just like coffee. 

When you watch a Star Wars movie and they say, "May the Force be with you," you respond, "and also with you." 



 

 

Events are subject to change.  Please reference the Sunday bulle-
tins, or our website. 

Tuesday, December 2nd - At Dusk - Riverview Boat Parade - Contact:  Connie Mosley                                                                                                                             

The riverfront will be available for your viewing pleasure.  Bring your own chair or blanket.  

Tuesday, December 5th - 7:00 PM - Trustees Meeting - Library - Contact:  Gary Floyd 

 

It is Time to Order Poinsettias - Deadline to Order is:  December 7, 2023                                                       
A 6 1/2” pot is $10.00.  Order forms will be located next to the Sunday bulletins.   Please 
include an order form with your payment, cash or check (made payable to RUMC), in an en-
velope and place in the offering plate.  You may also mail or bring it to the Church Office 
during business hours. 

 

Sunday, December 10th - No 8:00 AM Worship Service - 10:30 AM  Worship Service - 
Christmas Cantata -  Contact:  Kim Floyd 

 

Tuesday, December 12th - 7:00 PM -  Finance Meeting - Library - Contact:  Mike Plett 

 

Sunday, December 24th - No 8:00 AM Worship Service - 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
7:00 PM Worship Service 

 

Monday, December 25th - Church Office Closed for the Holidays 

 

Tuesday, December 26th - RESTORE will be Closed for the Holidays 

 

Thursday, December 28th - RESTORE will be closed for the Holidays 

‘Add a Buck or Two’ Sunday, is the Second Sunday of  Each Month. - Contact:  Pat 

Sinda                                                                                                                                                      

Our membership has dropped drastically but the bills haven’t, and like your own, have even 

INCREASED!  If this church has given you any strength, hope or love, we’re asking you to 

give back an additional ‘Buck or Two’!  Anything extra you can find will help TREMENDOUS-

LY, and help keep the lights on! 

On a bumper sticker “Tithe if you love Jesus! Any fool can beep!” 

 

RESTORE Shopping List & Cart - Contact:  Annabel Lennard 

Please help us help RESTORE.  The Sunday bulletin for the first two weeks of the month, will 
include a grocery list of the items that are needed for RESTORE.  On the third Sunday of the 
month, a grocery cart will be available for your donations.  Thank you! 

 

 RUMC 2023 Monthly Meetings Schedule 

 

2nd Monday - Care Meeting - 7:00 PM - Even Months - Connie Mosley 

1st Tuesday -  Trustees - 7:00 PM - Gary Floyd 

2nd Tuesday - Church Council - 7:00 PM - Odd Months - Jack Findlay 

2nd Tuesday - Finance - 7:00 PM - Even Months - Mike Plett 

Last Sunday - Worship Committee - 5:30 PM - Carole Bradley 

Quarterly - SPRC - Jim Allen 

 

 

 

 

 

            CHURCH STAFF 

 

Senior Pastor                                                                                 

Rev. Louis Telcy       

Church: 813-677-5995 

Cell: 239-682-7333 

Email:  louistelcy@gmail.com 

 

Administrative Professional/Office Manager                                    

Jennifer   

Office:  813-677-5995                                        

No Fax Number 

Email:  rvrviewumc@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Custodial Services                             

Joe Cornell                                                                                              

813-531-3537 

Email:  plainoljoe1957@yahoo.com 

 

Children’s Ministry 

Gayle Gordon 

                                                                        

Music Director                                                                                                          

Kim Floyd 

813-677-7679                                                                         

Email:  johmanda@tampabay.rr.com                                                                   

                                                                                            

Pianist/Accompanist                                            

Danette Garcia   

813-671-1379 

Email:  softpiano2@gmail.com     

 

R.U.S.H. (Youth Ministry) 

Open 

                                   

RUMC Nursery                       

Susan Bonner 

813-671-3435 
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 2022 Ministry & Mission Team Leaders 

 

 

Pastor                                                     Rev. Louis Telcy 

 

Administration  Professional/Office Manager               Jennifer                                               

 

Building Usage                                                   Jennifer 

 

Care Coordinator                                  Connie Mosley 

 

Church Council                                             Jack Findlay 

 

Children’s Ministry                                  Gayle Gordon 

 

Church Treasurer                                       Vollie Rifner 

 

Custodian                                                      Joe Cornell 

 

Finance                                                            Mike Plett 

 

Financial Secretary                               Carole Bradley 

 

Head Usher                                                  Jack Findlay 

 

Lay Leader                                              Connie Mosley 

 

Lay Member to Annual Conference 

 

Lay Pastor                                       

 

Membership Secretary                        Carole Bradley 

 

Music Director                                               Kim Floyd 

 

Pianist                                                     Danette Garcia 

 

Restore                                                         Dawn Parks 

 

(SPRC) Staff-Parrish Relations                      Jim Allen 

 

Sunday School                                         Sharon Cayce 

 

Trustees                                                         Gary Floyd 

 

Worship      Pastor Telcy/Kim Floyd/Carole Bradley 

 

Youth Ministry                                                     Open 

 

ACTIVITIES & COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 

 

Choir Practice                                                                                                                                         
From 6:30 PM, on Thursdays.   Please contact Kim Floyd, for additional information. 

 

Praise Band Practice                                                                                                                                         
From 5:00 PM, on Sundays.   Please contact Carole Bradley, for additional information 

 
NA Meetings                                                                                                                                               
From 7:15 PM, on Fridays, and from 5:30 PM, on Saturdays, in the Bill Crichton Fellowship Hall. 

 

Scouts                                                                                                                                                         
The Boy Scouts meet on Tuesdays, at 6:30 PM, in the Bill Crichton Fellowship Hall.  Please 
contact David Burt, for additional information.   

 

La Leche League Meeting                                                                                                                          
Meets every other Wednesday, by appointment only. Please contact Alicia Lightsey. for addition-
al information. 

 

Metropolitan Ministries Community Free Hot Lunch                                                                           
Every Tuesday, a hot lunch will be served from 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM.  Volunteers are always 
needed.  Please contact Connie Mosley, for additional information. 

 

Restore Food Pantry (USDA) - Open to the Public                                                                                 
Open Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM.  Do not arrive on the Church 
grounds before 10:00 AM.  Volunteers are always needed.  Please contact Dawn Parks, for 
additional information.  

 

West Coast Foster Care Empty Closet                                                                                                         
Every Thursday, from 10:00 AM -2:00 PM, and one Saturday a month.  For information, please 
contact:  813-386-1838, or at www.wffcs.org  

 

RUMC Saturday Book Club                                                                                                                   
From 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM, at Connie Mosley’s home.  Please contact Connie, for additional 
information. 

 

Sunday Dominoes                                                                                                                                     
From 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM, at Connie Mosley’s home.  Please contact Connie, for additional infor-
mation.  

 

Wednesday Bible Studies & Fellowship                                                                                          
From 10:00 AM - Noon, in the Library.  Please contact Mike Plett, for additional information. 

 

Dr. Martinez - Wednesdays - Rents Room #8 for His Patients                                                                  
His schedule is posted in the Church office. 

 

Southern Company Chorus Rehearsal                                                                                                       
From 7:00 PM - 9:30 PM on Mondays, in the Bill Crichton Fellowship Hall.  Women of all ages 
are invited to join us and sing!  Visit our website at:  www.southerncompanychorus.org 

 

Kairos Prison Ministry                                                                                                                                     
Contact:  Mike Plett 



Bible Study Classes 

 

“Journey” Bible Study Class/Discussion 

Group                                                                 

We invite you to attend! The class facilita-

tor is Connie Mosley.  Classes will meet in 

Room # 8 at 9:00 AM, Sunday mornings.  

 

The Gleaners Class                                                                   

Meets Sundays, at 9:00 AM, in the Fellow-

ship Hall.  We use the Adult Bible Studies 

from the Uniform Series International Bi-

ble Studies for Christian Living.  There is 

a lot of discussion and finding everyone’s 

opinion on the given lesson, and sharing 

our thoughts with each other.  

 

Wednesday Bible Studies & Fellowship                         

10:00 AM-Noon - In Crichton Hall 

l 
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Prayer Tree/Praise Garden 

 

 

For all those needing God’s love and healing; if you or a loved one needs prayer 
or comfort, you may contact Bev Plett to be added to the weekly Prayer Tree.  
Also contact Bev, if you would like to submit your praises to be added to the 

weekly Praise Tree.  

 

Bev Plett:  813-349-9000                                                                                                     

Email:  mplett@ix.netcom.com 

 

You may also call/email Riverview United Methodist Church office: 813-677-

5995/rvrviewumc@tampabay.rr.com  (Telephone - Please leave a message 

and your call will be returned)  

 

Bulletin and “Bell” Newsletter Requests 

 

All  bulletin requests (bulletin information must be church related) must be                  

submitted to the Church office no later than Wednesday of each week.  

   

The “Bell” Newsletter information must submitted to the Church office no later 

than the 15th of each month. 

                                                                   

    

 

 



  PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
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Just a Reminder of What Christmas Means to Us 
 

 
 

We are approaching the epoch of Christmas. It is a time for us to re-

flect and think What Christmas means in our Christian lives.  In the 

Christmas time, we exchange gifts,  cards to each other. When I was 

growing up, I asked that question many times, why we have to ex-

change cards, gifts Ect. Gifts are exchanged around the Christmas tree 

on December 25th.  The answer was not so clear to me. It took me times to begin to under-

stand the theological significance of exchanging gifts during the Christmas time. It was a time 

like that, that Jesus exchanged of divinity and humanity, of eternity and temporality, of life 

and death. This is the great Exchange.  

 The difference between our exchange and Jesus is that we need to be acquainted or 

known someone to do exchange gifts in Christmas. But Jesus exchange of divinity and hu-

manity while Jesus still kept His divinity for all and to all. Divinity takes on humanity, to re-

store the image of God implanted at creation but despoiled by sin. Here is the ultimate ex-

change Christmas contemplates, that God became like us that we might become like God. 

God accepted death that the world might gain life. The Gift that no one will care not to re-

ceive or accept, Jesus accepts the ultimate gift of death in order to give us everlasting life. 

 Friends, we need to continue using this wonderful gift that God gives through Jesus 

Christ with an attitude of gratitude. It is not something that we deserve; we just receive it by 

the grace of our Lord Jesus. With this spirit of giving and exchanging, I am beginning to ask 

my brothers and sisters to join us to the annual Stewardship campaign in believing in God’s 

abundance and our ability through that trust, to provide the resources that will allow our 

Church to do great things! But this isn’t just about the Church. It is about you and me. It is an 

opportunity for each of us to grow by making a choice to give a gift that can make a differ-

ence. It is an invitation to discover the joy of giving in response to all that we have received. It 

will require a choice. You may, in fact, have to give something up in order to make this com-

mitment. But I want to challenge you to listen to your heart and consider this discipline for 

the next year and see if you don’t see a change-in yourself, your walk with Christ, and in the 

community around you.  You are a congregation of generous people. May you give generous-

ly to the Church’s ministry and mission this coming year.  As you give, may you know the joy 

of giving and the satisfaction of knowing what an important presence this church is in River-

view. 
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     “Saving Private Us” 

 

Over the Veteran’s Day weekend, many Americans watched movies celebrating 
our United States Armed Forces.  My favorite World War II movie is “Saving Pri-
vate Ryan”. 

 

Those who have seen it remember that a widow in Iowa, Mrs. Ryan, has just lost 
three of her four sons who were soldiers and sailors in World War II action in 
Europe and the Pacific, all within a few short days of each other.  These coinci-
dental tragedies come to the attention of the War Department, and soon General 

George Marshall orders that the grieving lady’s only remaining son, Private James Ryan, be retrieved from 
combat duties and sent home to comfort his mother.  Unfortunately, Private Ryan, who is in the 101st U.S. 
Airborne Division, is listed as missing.  The private’s entire division has just been dropped behind enemy 
lines in France as part of the D-Day operations, on June 6, 1944. 

 

Meanwhile, on Omaha Beach in Normandy, 2nd Battalion Ranger Captain John Miller is leading a group of 
desperate men up the cliff face to confront German pill boxes during the D-Day landing.  They successfully 
kill or capture many German soldiers in taking their objective.  Captain Miller and his few remaining com-
rades are the lucky ones that have survived the landing and have created what will become a permanent 
beachhead in France. 

 

Captain Miller and his men are given the assignment to penetrate German lines and to extract Private 
Ryan so that he can be sent home unharmed to his mother.  After several days of wandering across the 
battlefields of Normandy, Captain Miller’s group finally uncover a few remaining soldiers of the 101st Air-
borne Division, including Private Ryan himself, preparing for an upcoming German assault.  However, 
when Captain Miller informs Ryan about their mission, the young man refuses to leave his beleaguered 
comrades behind.  Captain Miller and his men have no choice but to stay with Private Ryan until the on-
slaught is over.  As the sole officer among the men, Captain Miller attempts to organize a defense. 

 

During the assault, Captain Miller and many of his men are killed before American reinforcements can ar-
rive to stem the assault and rout the Germans.  With his dying breath, Captain Miller urges Private Ryan to 
earn the sacrifices that were made in order to send the young man home. 

 

At the end of the movie, James Ryan, now an elderly grandfather, returns to the cemetery at Omaha Beach 
sixty years later to pay his respects at the grave of Captain Miller.  With Ryan are his wife, children, and 
grandchildren.  Speaking to the grave of his savior, he acknowledges that nothing he can ever do will re-
pay Captain Miller and his men for saving his life.  Still, he wants the ghosts at the cemetery to know that 
he has at least done something with his life that should make them all proud. 

 

The entire movie, and especially its dramatic ending, was extremely well done—and worthy of all the 
awards it won in 1999.  In a way, the story reminds me of the central story of the gospel.  God came down 
to earth as a human being to demonstrate how to live a righteous life, to teach us how to be his followers, 
and then He sacrificed His life in the most painful and degrading way possible so that we might obtain sal-
vation.  Now, Jesus urges us all to earn the sacrifices that He made on our behalf.  Of course, that is im-
possible:  His sacrifice was far too great for us to ever repay.  Still, I hope that we are all looking forward 
to the day when we can stand before Jesus and hear him say “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

10 
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   “A Christmas to Remember” 

 

 

   As we celebrate the season of Advent, and look forward to Christmas Day, the Birthday of our 

Savior and King, it is hard not to be reminded of all our past Decembers. From early childhood 

memories of Santa Claus, and elves, and Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer, to a deeper under-

standing of the true meaning of Christmas; each year was unique as I viewed the same events 

from a different perspective and awareness. There were some Christmas mornings that were 

extra special, mostly because of the combination of people who were gathered together to celebrate, or because of es-

pecially joyful or poignant circumstances surrounding each Christmastime. I am sure we each have a few Christmas 

Days that stand out from the others in our memory and in our hearts. The first Christmas together as a married couple, 

the first Christmas morning with the first-born child, the last Christmas we spent with a loved one who has since gone to 

be with God; all of these stand out from the others in the way they pull at our heartstrings, an emotional tug-of-war be-

tween the merry and the melancholy. As I was reading the familiar passage of scripture from chapter two of the gospel 

of Luke where it describes the birth of Jesus in the manger in a lowly stable, and how the Angels appeared to the shep-

herds in the mountain fields to announce His holy birth, I could not help but wonder what it would have been like to have 

been there on that first Christmas. For those few who were there in Bethlehem on that night, how could any Christmas 

from that point on in their lives even compare? I wonder what they did to commemorate that holy night on each Christ-

mas eve that followed? I wonder if they gathered at the same stable one year later and prayed and gave thanks to God 

for the miracle they had witnessed that first Christmas. Maybe they had a few moments of prayer each Christmas eve as 

they watched over their flocks of sheep, with one eye looking to the heavens for signs of Angels, and ears eagerly wait-

ing to hear the sound of trumpets.  

      Like the shepherds, we too will have a Christmas when we first truly find Christ. The first Christmas in our lives with 

the full realization that Jesus is real, that it all really happened, and that all we have read in the Bible is a true and accu-

rate account of God with us in the form of the flesh and blood Jesus. A Christmas like that changes everything about 

every other Christmas to follow. A Christmas like that only happens when our hearts are ready to believe and to openly 

accept Christ without any reservation. We have to fully believe that a helpless baby born into a hopeless world can 

change the eternal destiny of all mankind.  Like the shepherds, we want to share with the world what we have wit-

nessed, and show how our lives are forever changed by the power of the Savior of the world as Jesus is born again in 

each of us. We can each share our testimonies of our Christmas stories of before and after we accepted Christ, and 

maybe in the telling of our experiences others will come to have their first true Christmas. Maybe we can play the role of 

the Angels, and proclaim to everyone the good news of great joy for all people: to you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is the Messiah, our Lord. Maybe we can help them find the place where they will see Christ with their own 

eyes, and feel his real and near presence as if they were there that first Christmas night among the shepherds.    

     Much of the world may remain skeptical and unmoved by the birth of Christ, as much of the world will be more inter-

ested in the material side of the season that has become so visible. But some who dare to believe in that which they 

cannot see will have a Christmas to remember, the Christmas where they will witness the birth of Christ within them-

selves. A Christmas that will change every other Christmas to come because we have been changed and given new 

hope through the miracle of Christ living in us. 

       I like to imagine that somewhere in the mountain pastures near Bethlehem, the descendants of those first shep-

herds still gather together on Christmas eve to praise God for Jesus, with their eyes and ears wide open and looking and 

listening towards the heavens to see the Angels, and hear them sing the glory of the New-born King. Let’s open our 

hearts, souls and minds to Jesus this December, and have a Christmas to remember! 

                                                                                                                          Merry Christmas, Pastor Rick  



 

 

 

 

Windy Banks          12/3 

Pastor Louis Telcy                     12/15 

Fay Francis            12/20 

 

 

            

  

Zack & Dawn Parks                 12/16 
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