
   
 
 
 

  Greetings in the Name of the Awesome Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

 
    WOW, What in the world happened to January? It went by so fast, didnôt it? You know thatôs 
just like our lives-it goes by fast. The Bible in James Chapter 4 says, ñwhy, you do not even know 
what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes!ò We have such a short amount of time to make a difference in the World for Jesus 
Christ. 
 
    Tim Tebow in his book and DVD, ñBetween the Linesò, encourages us to strongly think about 
our ñdashò- you know, the ñdashò on our tombstone that is in between the date of our birth and 
the date of our death. The dash represents all that we do ñbetweenò birth and death. All that we 
doé! When we realize that only what we do for Jesus is what really matters, what really counts, 
should springboard us into a different level of perspective with regards to our ñwalkò with Jesus. 
 
    With that in mind, all of us need to be thinking about, as Iôve been preaching on, ñWhat gift Will 
I give to Jesus in 2012?ò We should be thinking about this in terms of ñtime, talents, and treas-
ures.ò I think it would be such a blessing if each one of us came up with one ñgiftò to Jesus in 
each of these three areas. Please know that our Church Family Needs all of us to take an active 
part in the ñlifeò of RUMC. In other words- We Need You! 
 
    If you are not sure what to do with your time and talents, please donôt hesitate to call upon me 
for help and prayer and support! With regards to our Treasures, simply ask yourself, ñam I truly 
honoring my Savior and Lord with my financial support of our church? Does your ñgiftò truly repre-
sent how thankful you are to the Creator of the universe? Does your tithe really represent the 
biblical tithing principle? Does God receive the ñfirst fruitsò or the ñleftovers?ò 
 
    During the Season of Lent, which begins with ñAsh Wednesdayò on February 22, 2012 we as a 
Church Family will be having a very important Stewardship Campaign, called ñExtravagant Gen-
erosityò: The Heart of Giving. This will bless us with a unique opportunity to embrace a Steward-
ship program that is designed to help our church to both learn and practice a biblical way of giv-
ing that focuses on the abundance of Godôs amazing grace, and our need to give, rather than our 
churchôs need for money. We will be encouraged to give, share, sacrifice, and serve extravagant-
ly and joyfully out of love, for God and Neighbor. Let us believe together that this ñModelò for giv-
ing, based on Bishop Robert Schnaseôs of the UMC breaking book, Five Practices of Fruitful 
Congregations will result in ñpositive and dramatic change - Not only in the lives of those that will 
be touched by our generosity, but also in the lives of each one of usò! 
 
    We have been blessed to start a brand New Year together. Let us Pray, and Minister together 
with our God-given Time, Talents, and Treasures, and bring Him glory, honor, and praise. Letôs 
make this year a year of ñStepping-up-to-the-plateò for Jesusô sake, and for our benefit. 
 
    Godôs Many Blessings to You,  
                           
           In Christõs Love & Service, 

    

           ~Pastor Merritt~  

Riverview  First United Methodist Church  

 

                                       Happy Valentines Day!                        

            February  Bell  2012                                                                                                                                                                                        
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  Welcome to First United Methodist Church 
of Riverview, RUMC for short.  We are a con-
gregation with deep roots in Florida history and 
United Methodism.  Our church began in 1846 
not far from where it is located, today. For 166 
years our congregation has been worshipping 

God and serving the Riverview community. 

  Our mission statement reads, ñMaking Disci-
ples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation 
of Riverview and Beyondò  That means we 
are focused on encouraging one another to 
serve Jesus Christ in personal and unique 
ways.  At RUMC we have groups and ministries 

for all ages: 

  Worship is the central and most important act 
of a disciple.  On Sunday mornings we offer 

three distinct worship services:    

  At 8:30 a.m.  Worship features contemporary 
Christian praise music in a less formal atmos-
phere. There is a special ñChildrenõs Churchò 
for children 7 years and younger. The 11:00 
a.m. worship service is more ñtraditionalò with 
hymns and choral music. At 1:00 p.m. we have 
a Hispanic Service and  Holy Communion is 

celebrated at each service on 1st Sundays. 

  Sunday school begins at 9:45 a.m. each 
week.  There are classes for all ages, cradle to 
walker.  In addition to Sunday school we have a  
womenôs Bible study group that meet every 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Pastorôs study group 
on Wednesday evenings at 6:45 p.m.   Prior 
to these groups we have ñWonderful Wednes-
day'sò fellowship supper, bring your favorite 
dish and join in. Other groups include:  the 
Youth group,  who also meet on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:45, We also have Boy Scouts 
and Cub Scouts; United Methodist Women and 
United Methodist Men; Riverview Ringers 

(bells); and a Chancel Choir. 

It Takes All Godôs People To Do Godôs 
Work!  Wonôt You Join Us! 

 

 

 

The Sameé Only Different 

 

   We are all equal  in  Godôs  sightéé  he 
created us that way intentionally ,  and  he 
loves us all equallyé.but  we are not the same, 
we are all very different from each other in 
many ways, and what  a wonderful thing that 
isé..how boring and bland would this world be 

if we were all carbon copies  of each other.  

  Green is a beautiful  color,  and a lush green 
forest is a beautiful sight , but it is even more 
beautiful to look at the mountain forests in the 
fall as the leaves change color from green to  
red, orange, yellow, and gold,  and every shade 
in between. Truly God has painted his creation 
with more than just a few colors, and how won-
derful it is to behold. It has been said that   
people are like snowflakes, all so much alike, 

and yet no two are identical.  

  We are wonderfully and lovingly made by the 
hands of God, the creator of everything, and no 
two of us are created exactly the same.  Even 
identical twins, despite their outward appear-
ance,  are distinctly  different people.  And then, 
as  if we werenôt confused enough, the  Bible 
also tells us that we are created in the image of 

God.  

  Despite all of our outward differences, we are 
all spiritually created in the image of our Crea-
tor,  there is  a part of God in each of us that is 
identical,  and it makes  us one in the Spirit and 
one in our  Lord.  No one has ever seen God,  
and our eyes are not big enough , nor our 
brains smart enough to  ever understand the 
image of God.  And soé..  Though we  are 
created in the image of God, it is an  image that 
we will never see here on earth,  an image 
hidden behind our different features and faces,  

an image visible to God alone.  

  So we have to take it on faith,  that each   
person, no matter if we like  the way they look  
or the way they acté  every person  is person-
ally created by God with a purpose  and a part 
in His divine plan, and each person is precious 
in his sight,  and as believers we are called to 
love them all equally. God does not ask us to 
judge or to question, for we know He is the only 
true judge. He only asks us to loveé.and to 

forgive in His name.  

 

 

  In the third chapter of  Romans it tells us that 
there is no distinction among us for all have 
sinned, and fall short of the glory of God. Sin 
can tear our lives apart, or it can be the catalyst 
that binds us together as we seek the for-
giveness and peace that only comes from faith 
in Jesus alone. Whenever I fill out an applica-
tion that asks me to check a box corresponding 
to my race, I always have this urge to just write 

in under the ñotherò category the word ñhuman.ò  

  We are all different in background and country 
and lifestyles, but we are one human race, 
created by one all-powerful God, and yet we 
are the same, because all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God. It is ironic that the 
very sin that separates us from God also unites 
us in our search for redemption through the 
only source, Jesus Christ. We are one human 

race, and we are one in Christ.  

Rick Phillips  

                            RUMC 
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ǆSunday School Class Rotation: 

The new rotation for the Childrenõs Sunday   

school class will begin on Sunday, January 

29th, 2012 

ǅUMM Volunteer Recognition Sunday: 

Sunday, February 5th after 2nd Church 

Service. 

ǆUnited Methodist Men / United Method-

ist Women Potluck & Meetings: 

Monday, February 6th, 2012 @ 6:30 PM 

ǆFellowship Sweet Heart Banquet: 

Saturday, February 11th, 2012 @ 6:00 PM 

ǆTrustee Workday: 

Saturday, February 25th, 2012 @ 9:00 AM  

      Welcome ! 
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               RESTORE  
            NEWS  

 

Restore is looking for volunteers for the RESTORE Thrift Store on Tuesdays and Thursdays mornings of each week. 
This is easy work and someone else will always be in the Thrift Store with you during this time. If you are interested in 

Volunteering at the Thrift Store, please call Clare Bryington or Karen Moore at: 813-741-2222 or contact Betty, the 
Administrative Assistant in the Church Office at: 813-677-5995.  

You can email the Church Office also at:   rvrviewumc@tampabay.rr.com    

Your help would be greatly appreciated! 

From the Restore Staff 

 

    RUMC BIBLE STUDY 

CLASSES 

 ñJourneyò  A new discussion group in-
vites you to attend! The class will discuss  
real meaning of Christmas, and how to live 
it. The basis will be the book, ñChristmas is 
Not Your Birthdayò By: Mike Slaughter.  
Facilitator: Connie Mosley. Classes will 

meet in Room #8. 

Welcome to a ñChristian Conversation 
Round Tableò  Place: Fellowship Hall, 
during Sunday School.  Facilitator: Diana 
Williams. You can float in and out of this 
informal ñnon-classò for discussions of 
scripture, scientific discovery, social and 
political issues, Methodist Church tradi-
tions, points of the Pastorôs sermoné.you 

never know what we will be talking about! 

The Gleaners Class under the tutelage of 
Earl Lennard meet each Sunday in the 
church library. Our current studies are 
Tradition and Wisdom and how these 
things apply to our daily living. We use the 
Adult Bible Studies from the Uniform Se-
ries International Bible Studies for Chris-
tian Living. There is a lot of discussion and 
finding every ones opinion on the given 
lesson and sharing our thoughts with each 

other.                                                                                                  

 

                        

              

    

 

PAZ POR FUERA Y 
POR DENTRO                                                                                                                                                                                                           

  Mientras David describe el final de un 
largo viaje a la ciudad santa de Jeru-
salen (Salmo 122), contempla la ironia 
de su nombre: Jerusalen, Ciudad de 
Paz, aunque ha conocido muy poco de 
ella. Y asi el salmista exhorta: ñ Pedid 
por la paz de Jerusalenò (vv.6-8). Tal 
como la ciudad de Jerusalen en el tiem-
po de David albergaba la presencia 
misma del Senor, asi tu cuerpo hoy es 
el ñ templo (la morada) del Espiritu San-
toò (1 Corintios 6:19). áLa fuente misma 
de la paz reside en tu ser! Empleando 
esos recursos, Como puedes contribuir 
a la solución de los conflictos (en vez 
de iniciar otros) en tu hogar, oficina, 
escuela, e iglesia? Puedes comenzar 
por orar, como hizo David, por ñla 
pazé por amor de mis hermanos y mis 
compa¶erosò(vv.7-8). 

Pastor Elizabeth Vega-Santiago 

 

 

Congratulations  To Riverview United 
Methodist Church Confirmation Class 

of 2011 
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