
 Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ. 
      
     If  you got to take Jesus to lunch, where would you go? “WWJD” - Where Would Jesus Dine?   
If you went to a fancy restaurant, Jesus just might think you were showing off. Fred’s  might not be a bad 
choice; or Outback; or Red Lobster; or chili's - if you don’t mind, waiting and waiting. If you took Jesus to 
Wendy’s or MacDonald’s it might indicate a lack of appreciation. Just where would you take Jesus to 
lunch? Ahhh- Cracker Barrel or, how about Waffle House? Yes, you should take Jesus to Waffle House! 
Waffle House does good things for your soul. 
 
    Everybody is welcome - young and old; good and bad; upper crest and bottom dweller. Waffle Houses 
are filled with drunks; drag queens; police officers; truckers; drug addicts; gays, high school students; the 
up and coming and the down and out; college students studying in the middle of the night - “please keep 
the coffee coming”;  and hipsters tweeting #hash browns. They don’t sell beer or wine so Mom’s like it. 
 It’s open all-night and on holidays when everything  else is closed. Do they even have locks on the doors? 
 
    Waffle House feels like “Waffle Home.” Eating there is like eating in the kitchen - Nothing pretentious. 
The vinyl booths are well-worn. The laminated menus are as colorful as the characters who keep the juke-
box playing, whether its “Stairway to Heaven”; or “I Wanna Hold Your Hand!” 
 
    In the movie - Tin Cup - Kevin Costner’s Roy McAvoy says, “I’m a Waffle House guy, you gotta stay in 
touch with that.” His caddy, Cheech Marin’s Romeo adds, “Plus he needs his carbohydrates!” 
 
    In over 1700 locations in 25 states as far North as Ohio, and as far west as Arizona, people tell their 
stories of despair and hope; of victory and defeat. They laugh at  Waffle House more than other restau-
rants. Busy folks come to wind down. Weary people come to be renewed. Couples  meet and even fall in 
love at Waffle House, but are often too shy to say so. Not a lot of judgment or criticism goes on at Waffle 
House. People want to just come - as they are - and, be just who they are, and maybe, just maybe, get a 
word of encouragement; or a smile on their face. 
 
    Waffle House serves good ‘ole hearty, authentic, real food. The waitress will just laugh if you ask for 
quiche Lorraine, crepes, croissants, or French pastries. No Parisian eggs benedict. No espresso. No yogurt 
Parfait, No tofu, No sushi. Instead of reduced fat fare, Waffle House serves real butter, powdered sugar, 
and chocolate chips; and real “Southern” Sweet Tea. 
 
    All the food is comfort food. Hash Brown potatoes are more than a side dish. They come 
“scattered” (spread on the grill); “smothered” (with sautéed onions); “covered” (with melted cheese); 
“Chunked” (with diced ham); etc., etc. If your courageous, I would suggest that you and Jesus order your 
Hash Brown “all the way” - which includes mushrooms and “stick-to-your-ribs” chili. 
 
    Jesus spent a lot of time at the Waffle House in Nazareth. Peter loved Waffle House because they didn’t 
serve fish. Martha enjoyed going there because there was no need to worry about washing the dishes. 
Mary just went because Jesus was there, John The Baptist certainly enjoyed the waffles and hash brown’s 
over his usual fare of locusts and wild honey. Nicodemus liked going to Waffle House late at night. When 
Lazarus was brought back to life he said, “Four days without Waffle House is just too long.” Imagine how 
much better it would have been for the rich fool if instead of building barns for all his “toys” he had bought a 
Waffle House. Some ancient manuscripts tell of Jesus saying to the paralytic, “Stand up, take your bed, 
and go to Waffle house.” Finally, the Pharisees asked, “Why does Jesus eat with tax collectors, fishermen, 
and sinners at Waffle House?” 
 
    Waffle House feels like a Church Fellowship Hall on Wednesday night. The tables are filled with the poor 
in spirit, those who mourn, and those that really hunger and thirst to be more like Jesus. Like the best 
Churches, Waffle House caters to those who need and want Jesus. Doughnuts and coffee taste a little like 
communion. Every supper is, in some ways, the Lord’s Supper. Every shared meal is a foretaste of glory 
divine, the hors d’ouevres, and the appetizer for heaven’s banquet! 

 
    I don’t know about you, but I’m picking up a few  folk along the way, and we are going to meet up with 
Jesus at the Waffle House!   God’s Many Blessings & See You Sunday, 
 
In Christ’s Service,   Pastor Merritt 

    God’s Servant To Our Community                             
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  Welcome to First United Methodist Church 
of Riverview, RUMC for short.  We are a con-
gregation with deep roots in Florida history and 
United Methodism.  Our church began in 1846 
not far from where it is located, today. For 167 
years our congregation has been worshipping 

God and serving the Riverview community. 

  Our mission statement reads, “Making Disci-
ples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation 
of Riverview and Beyond”  That means we 
are focused on encouraging one another to 
serve Jesus Christ in personal and unique 
ways.  At RUMC we have groups and minis-

tries for all ages: 

  Worship is the central and most important act 
of a disciple.  On Sunday mornings we offer 

three distinct worship services:    

  At 8:30 a.m.  Worship features contemporary 
Christian praise music in a less formal atmos-
phere. There is a special “Children’s Church” 
for children 7 years and younger. The 11:00 
a.m. worship service is more “traditional” with 
hymns and choral music. At 1:00 p.m. we have 
a Hispanic Service and  Holy Communion is 

celebrated at each service on 1st Sundays. 

  Sunday school begins at 9:45 a.m. each 
week.  There are classes for all ages, cradle to 
walker.  In addition to Sunday school we have 
a  women’s Bible study group that meet every 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Pastor’s study group 
on Wednesday evenings at 6:45 p.m.   Prior 
to these groups we have “Wonderful Wednes-
day's” fellowship supper, bring your favorite 
dish and join in. Other groups include:  The 
Youth group,  who also meet on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:45, We also have Boy Scouts 
and Cub Scouts; United Methodist Women and 
United Methodist Men; Riverview Ringers 
(bells); and a Chancel Choir. Hispanic Wor-
ship Practice is on Friday evenings at 7:00 
p.m. 

It Takes All God’s People To Do God’s 
Work!  Won’t You Join Us! 

   Carbon Copies 

  

   Charles Caleb Colton is credited with the 
famous quote “Imitation is the sincerest 
form of flattery.” I think we all have had 
heroes and role models that we have cop-
ied and emulated as we have sought to 

find ourselves and our purpose in this life.  

   As kids, we may have been influenced 
by an actor, or sports star, or a musician, 
or other larger than life figure that we 
looked up to at that time in our lives. For 
many of us, we may have even been la-
beled as a “chip of the old block”, of a 
“carbon copy” of our father or mother as 
we followed the examples they showed us, 
and exhibited some of their mannerisms in 

an almost sub-conscious way.      

    Ultimately though, all of our searching 
and experimenting and trying on of these 
different personas will leave us with the 
same burning question in our hearts and 
souls….  “who am I?” I have found that the 
answer to that question is only discovered 
through a lifetime of following the One who 
created us, and letting Him reveal to us 

day by day who and why we are.  

   Our actions need to be guided by the 
example of Jesus, and as we imitate His 
works of love and mercy, we will be serv-
ing others in His name, and showing our 
sincere love and gratitude for what he has 
done for us as well. Ephesians 5: 1-2 
spells it out in the words of scripture: 
“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 
children, and live in love, as Christ loved 
us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God.”                                                                                                                             

   So our imitation of the example of Jesus 
is not just mere flattery, but it is a sincere 
form of worship, an offering of our very 
selves to our Lord and Creator.  As we 
study the life of Jesus as contained in the 
New Testament, we see a living example 
of what Jesus did in many different situa-
tions that we will also be faced with in our 

lives as we attempt to walk with Him.  

 

 

   He even warns us in scripture that it will 
not all be sunshine and roses, and that 
many will persecute us just because we 
have placed our trust and our allegiance in 
His name. He even tells us that our imita-
tion of Him may involve carrying a cross on 
our backs, and praying for our enemies, 
and forgiving even those who show us only 

hate.  

   But He also promises us that we will be 
blessed for our faithfulness. “Blessed are 
those who are persecuted for righteous-
ness’ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
heaven.” Matthew 5: verse 10. We are all 
just human beings and we can never be 
just like Jesus, but that doesn’t stop God 
from loving us, and it should not keep us 
from trying to imitate Him the best way we 
can. We are wonderfully and beautifully 
and miraculously made from the dust, and 
we share the same common building block 
of life with every other living thing, the ele-

ment of Carbon.  

   We are all carbon copies of the image 
God envisioned when He created us, and 
thus we are created in His image. When 
we think of carbon, we may first think of 
black coal and the gritty dust that leaves an 
ink-like image on a carbon copy. But when 
carbon is exposed to extreme, crushing 
pressure over a long period of time, (does 
this sound a little like our lives some-
times?) it is transformed into the most 
beautiful and indestructible form of a spar-
kling diamond, still pure carbon, but now 
transparent and able to reflect the light in a 

way dark dusty coal never could.  

   Imitate Christ with your life, and when it 
makes your life harder, and you have to 
endure hardship, rejoice as your faith in 
God transforms you from a carbon copy 
into a diamond, to better reflect the light of 

Christ into the world. Shine on! 

 

Rick Phillips 
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               RESTORE 
            NEWS 

RESTORE Is a USDA Food Pantry and “This Institution is an Equal Opportunity  Provider” 

 RESTORE IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC; Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday of each week at 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.   

Did You Know…… 

                 

    *Restore’s Supply  of Feminine Hygiene Products and Baby Diapers is low, if you have some you would like to donate,  
     please drop it off at the Food Pantry or RUMC Office during business hours, (9:00 - 1:00 Monday thru Friday). 

                *  If you travel and stay in hotels and find you do not need the sample shampoo’s, conditioners, soaps, please 

                   keep them and donate them to Restore! They are always in need of toiletries! 

     

RUMC BIBLE STUDY 

CLASSES 

 “Journey”  The newest Bible study 
class/ discussion group, invites you to 
attend! The class facilitator: Connie 
Mosley. Classes will meet in Room #8 at 

9:30. 

Welcome to a “Christian Conversation 
Round Table”  Place: Fellowship Hall, 
during Sunday School.  Facilitator: Diana 
Williams. You can float in and out of this 
informal “non-class” for discussions of 
scripture, scientific discovery, social 
and political issues, Methodist Church 
traditions, points of the Pastor’s ser-
mon….you never know what we will be 

talking about! 

The Gleaners Class under the tutelage of 
Earl Lennard meet each Sunday in the 
church library. Our current studies are 
Tradition and Wisdom and how these 
things apply to our daily living. We use 
the Adult Bible Studies from the Uniform 
Series International Bible Studies for 
Christian Living. There is a lot of discus-
sion and finding every ones opinion on the 
given lesson and sharing our thoughts with 

each other.     

                                                                                  

         

 

        

God's Helpers 

A Tribute To All Mothers 

God could not be in every place  
With loving hands to help erase  
The teardrops from each baby's 
face,  
And so He thought of Mother.  
 
He could not send us here alone  
And leave us to a fate un-
known;  
Without providing for His own,  
The outstretched arms of Moth-
er.  
 
God could not watch us night 
and day  
And kneel beside our crib to 
pray,  
Or kiss our little aches away;  
And so He sent us Mother.  
 
And when our childhood days 
began,  
He simply could not take com-

mand.  
 

 

That's why He placed our tiny 
hand  
Securely into Mother's.  
 
The days of youth slipped 
quickly by,  

Life's sun rose higher in the sky.  
Full grown were we, yet ever 
nigh  
To love us still, was Mother.  

And when life's span of years 
shall end,  
I know that God will gladly 
send,  
To welcome home her child 
again,  
That ever-faithful Mother. 

--George W. Wiseman 
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  I  W a s  J u s t  T h i n k i n g 

About………  Control 

 
      There are  many  things  we say we 
want,  those we think we must have to 
be happy.  Love?  Money?  Education?  
Whatever  we think will bring us what 
we want. 
 
        When we  finally  have  most of 
these, the hoped for  result  doesn’t 
come.  Why?     It felt as if I were being 
controlled   by  everything  I was  doing  
but  not really  in control myself.  First,  
my  parents,  then my teachers,  boss-
es  and finally  a wife…all seeming  to 
run my life.  What  was missing? 
 Going to church  had been part  
of doing the right thing, but  the mes-
sages   never seemed   to matter.  

Then  one day  I  felt as if someone   
had spoken to me, but  no one was 
beside me.  That whisper   stirred me 
somehow,  as I  looked  up at that 
painting  of Jesus  with all the children 
around Him.   Suddenly  I heard the 
words of the sermon  saying  the Lord   
prayed for some cup  to pass away 
from Him,  but He  went  forward  with  
what  God  was calling Him to do.  It hit 
me then.   
 
      This  Man from Galilee had  no  
control  over His  life  either.  He  would 
obey   His  Father  God.  Who was  I   
to  complain  about  my  life?  I felt the 
stirrings  of  understanding  that  I  too  
had a calling  that would  bring to me  
all  that  I wanted  after all.  
  
     I bowed my head and prayed my 
thanks  to that blessed  Man  who had 

awakened  the spirit within me.  I 
wanted   to   let   His  Father  God   
control me  too  for  I  knew   what  I  
should do now.  I  would  serve  the 
Lord and fulfill   His final  commands   
faithfully.  I  now had the control  I  had 
wanted.    
 
  
     Could this be where you are?    Join   
those  who  have  joined  our Lord.   
His peace and control  are  yours   to 
have.    I know.  I joined  Him   as a 
small child  so  long ago.  Blessed  is 
the name of  our Lord. 
 
 
           
 
Dee Lindsey  
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Another thought……                                                                                                                                                                        

             

             

 

   Did you ever really know how Jesus became so popular? 
He didn't even have to know someone before he took care 
of their problems. Look at Peter-he didn't have any 
knowledge of Jesus when He called him to be  fishers of 
men. He blindly left his nets to follow Him without any 
thought of what he was giving up. He was just a poor fisher-
man. That took a lot of blind faith to leave a life that you had 
known for quite some time. He  must have made a great 
impression on Jesus. 

   What about the time he healed the lepers. He never gave 
it a second thought. He saw their need and took care of it. 
Just imagine how we  would handle it-not get within a 
stones throw of them. His popularity (or  respect) had to go 
off the charts. 

   And what about the time He turned the tables over on 
those that were selling sacrifices. Don't you suppose the 
Jews really appreciated that? He made friends without even 

trying. At this point they had to be thinking He would get rid  

 

 

of the Roman government. He quickly lost his  friends when 
He was accused of upsetting the religious authorities with-
out fighting back. There has never been anyone come close 
to His reputation. Another thing He didn't charge anyone for 
His service. We need more people like that today. All He 
asked is for us to do the same to everyone we come in con-
tact with. Couldn't we use some one to feed 5000 men with 
a loaf of bread and a couple of fish? Give this some thought. 

                                                                                           
Your friend 

                                                                                            
Harmon  

 

                                           

 

 

 

http://www.incredimail.com/app/?tag=display_picture_click_me_re&lang=9&version=6395260&setup_id=7&aff_id=102&addon=IncrediMail&upn=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000&app_test_id=0
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merritt.waters@flumc.org     maniacjunior@aol.com 
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Church Staff 

 Remember  Our Homebound! 

   
Please remember our partnership with Riverview 

 
Elementary School with helping Teachers 

 
With School Supplies. 

 
Collecting bins are located at each entrance of the Sanctuary. 

Pastor Merritt received a very nice phone call 
From the School’s Counselor 

Expressing their appreciation for our School Supply Ministry. 
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New Pastor’s Bible Study 

Beginning Wednesday Evening May 1st, 2013 Pastor 
Merritt will begin an intriguing, inspiring, & challenging 
Bible Study in the Book of Romans. Don’t miss out on 
this opportunity to expand and grow in your faith! 

 

A NEW WORSHIP SERVICE COMING! 

The Church Council has approved for us to begin a joint 
worship celebration starting Sunday, June 2 at 10 AM!!!  
Sunday school will start at 9 AM and run until 9:45.  We are 
going to galvanize and unify our worship together for at least 
one year.  We will be seeking God’s leading and direction in 
these days to springboard our Church Family into a more 
vital, fuller and closer fellowship with God and one another; 
so that we can be all Christ wants our Church to become.  
May we all grow in the Grace and Knowledge of our Savior 
and Lord Jesus Christ; and if He wills, add to our number 
those seeking a personal relationship with Him.  Please pray 
one for another and about this change in the life of our 
Church.   

Thank you, 

Pastor Merritt  

 

District Training Event 

Our district superintendent Rev. Dr. Sharon Austin has ex-
tended to RUMC the high honor of hosting this year’s Annual 
Conference Training Event.  It will be held on Thursday May 
23, 2013 at 6 pm in the Bill Crichton Fellowship Center.   

Obviously, with this being Sharon’s last organized event with 
us, we want to “put our best foot forward”!  More information 
to come.  

 

UNITED METHODIST MENS CHALLENGE 

During the month of May, the UMM will have their annual 
Challenge.  The UMM will match funds up to $3000.00.   

 

RUMC’s Care Committee 

Our Care Committee has committed itself to sponsoring 
Free Spaghetti Dinners on the first Wed. of each month, 
between 5:30 until 6:30 p.m. In Crichton Hall. Please tell 

Please take the time to send a card, 
make a phone call, or better yet, make a 
visit! A little thought goes a long way! 
Please continue to keep the homebound 
and their caregivers in your prayers!   
 Dusty  Franz and Mary Crichton 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Church+Events+&view=detail&id=712A4B8F3D1204CC2654C0DD234DD878C702B12B&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR


 
          
            
   
 Ralph Thomas   5/1 
 McKinley Gorman   5/1 
 Susie Root   5/3 
 Don Odom   5/7 
 Matthew Gorman   5/4 
 Bob Gramprie   5/5 
 Veronica Dike   5/10 
 Marvin Yoder, Jr.   5/10 
 Vollie Rifner   5/11 
 Emma Short-Nieves  5/12 
 Bill Moore   5/15 
 Debbi Councill   5/16 
 Diane Nolet   5/18 
 Sandra Sprang   5/19 
 Bev Plett    5/19 
 Donna Lee Fore   5/22 
 George Thomas   5/24 
 Lara Bauer   5/24 
 Mike Plett   5/25 
 Jan Crichton   5/27 
 Arlene Rifner   5/28 
 Lloyd Knoontz   5/29 
 Emanuel Rodriquez  5/30  
  

      THE PRAYER TREE 

     

For all those needing God’s Love and 

healing.                   

If you or a loved one needs Prayer or 

comfort,   

You may contact:  

Bev Plett: 813-349-9000 

Email: mplett@ix.netcom.com 

                                 -OR- 

You may call Riverview United Methodist 

Church                                                                               

Office:  813-677-5995 

Emai l : rv rv iewumc@tampabay. rr .com

                                   

                 

                 
             
 
 
 

             
 
 
 
 Al & Mary Lawson   5/1 
 Rob & Sue Atchley   5/7 
 Ronald & Leanne Huff  5/16 
 Rick & Margie Phillips  5/16 
 Mr. & Mrs. Moran   5/19  
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                Follow Riverview First 

         United Methodist Church on  

                        Facebook! 

Go to the Church Website for a Direct 
Link to Facebook:              

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook&view=detail&id=EE1DD19C511817D0CD9EBF3A791A537637393676&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=reglious+Wedding+Anniversary&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=reglious+wedding+anniversary&sc=0-17&sp=-1&sk=
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=reglious+Happy+Birthday&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=reglious+happy+birthday&sc=0-13&sp=-1&sk=

